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‘Hichki will be a new phase in my life’

Salvaging from the past

Storytellers’ Magic Diary Super bug
to inspire
us all

What’s bugging the rich

Delhi-based journalist brings together 50  writers for  new project

UNHEARD CRIES

They had not met each other before
and knew little about each other’s
culture when they started off. But
soon, surprise was replaced with re-
spect, impatience with empathy and

the outcome: The Magic Diary.
Well, it all began with a unique initiative of

storytelling spearheaded and curated by an In-
dian, Jayalasksmi Sengupta, a New Delhi-based
journalist and editor in a publishing house, who
says the journey of the storytellers of “The
Magic Diary” project, which started in June
2015, is an interesting one.
“A group of 35 students of a Coursera writing

course came together to form a global story-
telling community over cyberspace, little real-
ising that they were starting a movement: a
unique collaborative movement of unifying peo-
ple across all boundaries,” says Sengupta, Proj-
ect Designer and Curator.
So it has now 50 writers from across the

globe aged nine to 90 contributing to the book
from the project that is titled ‘A Pocketful of
Dreams: A Travelling Diary and Some Story-
tellers’ in Volumes I, II and III. 
“The process of peer review and learning

helped grow a healthy respect for each other’s
culture, beliefs and outlook. It was nothing less
than enjoyable. Soon they were like a large fam-
ily, attracting many more to its fold.”
However, she is assisted by a remarkable

artist Pat Southern-Pearce (UK), and another,
Lorinna Hastings (Australia), and editors Elin
Babcock, Lynda Cramer and Nancy Pocklington
(USA), Danica LeBlanc (Canada) and Reina
Wang (Taiwan).
She has received invaluable assistance from

Zoha Khan (Pakistan), Mane Mehrabian (Arme-
nia), Peter Chikoyi (Zambia), Cristina Costea
(Romania), and Ry Auscitte (Australia), among
others. “Today, The Magic Diary stands for this
unifying spirit. The spark that started with a
handful of storytellers who trusted in a dream is
a glorious success today, thanks to the selfless
contributions made by each and every member
of this group. Nurtured in an environment of
gratitude and encouragement, The Magic Diary
is a rare example of universal brotherhood and
a road map to world cooperation,” she says.
The growing community looks forward to

taking this constructive, trans-continental move-
ment forward and spreading the loving energy
of creative harmony.
According to Sengupta, “We are a lucky gen-

eration that saw the huge wide world shrink into
a global village and, thanks to the many signif-
icant inventions of our time, found learning
more fun than ever.
“We know we are a privileged lot, and so our

foremost gratitude goes to those who helped us
come together, work together and in the end
made our voice heard all over cyberspace.”
The Magic Diary family, who came together

to be part of this unifying, global, collaborative
effort in storytelling, owe a lot to one Coursera
writing programme and its chief instructor, Dr
Denise Comer, from Duke University.
“That is where we met, albeit virtually, and in

a matter of a few weeks’ time, in its nurturing
environment of personalised training and coun-
selling, bonded easily enough to take the deci-
sion to do something more meaningful with our
learning and creativity. We are likewise grateful
to the Coursera founders Andrew Ng and
Daphne Koller for creating such an excellent
platform of worldwide learning and organisa-
tions like Gates Foundation, who are funding in-
novative education courses like the one we were
privileged to attend.”
According to Sengupta, none of what have

been achieved would have been possible with-
out the happy synergy of its members, “which I
wish to acknowledge with great gratitude”.
“It has been an intensively interactive and

participative project where each and every
member contributed to its build up in some

ways or the other. They lend their expertise,
their valuable time and more importantly their
unstinted support to create magic out of a nebu-
lous idea.”
Since the project was inspired by the structure

of a massive open online course (MOOC), it
was designed meticulously on those lines with
utmost care given to the process of peer learning
and reviewing. Every idea, article and story in
this book was discussed with suggestions to
rewrite them before the final submission was
made.
Core group of editors, Nancy Pocklington,

Lorinna Hastings, Elin Babcock, Lynda Cramer,
Jenny Joy Wrenn and Amarta Dasgupta men-
tored the writers from different continents while
the rest of the team critiqued the first drafts.
“Nancy and Lynda showed immense patience

working through the second drafts and Danica
LeBlanc and Reina Wang did a marvelous job
in ensuring all niggling errors were eliminated
from the final drafts. Lorinna was quick to pen
interesting blurbs for our webpage. An artist, she
gave us several artworks to go with the stories.
But more importantly, she introduced us to Pat
Southern-Pearce, amongst others, an immensely
well-known and talented artist from the UK,
who soon became an invaluable family member.
The beautiful cityscapes in our promo materials
and our site are courtesy her. She certainly
added a new dimension to the storytelling and

we cannot thank her enough for her selfless con-
tribution.”
It is interesting how the project shaped up

slowly over a period of time.
Participants Zoha Khan, Mane Mehrabian,

Johannes Halim, Lim Soo Hoon, Nella Vladim,
Peter Chikoyi, Ignaty Cherry, David Larkin,
Tisha Shibchurn, Ry Auscitte, Anthony Kolasny
helped to keep spirits up on the Facebook, sup-
porting Sengupta and her team from the wings
with valuable suggestions; several others from
Afghanistan, Iran, Morocco and China, who
were restricted by the firewalls, expressed their
solidarity by writing regularly.
“Over the months that we worked together,

deliberating, planning, writing, and rewriting,
we progressed and grew not just as writers, and
professionals, but also as good friends, respect-
ful of our differences,” she says.
After several drafts when the project started

coming together, we invited other writers to join
in. We are grateful to each one who happily vol-
unteered to be part our family. 
From America, Australia, Denmark, France,

Hungary, Belgium, Scotland, England, Ireland,
Sri Lanka, Afghanistan, Bangladesh and Japan,
they sent their stories, some very senior pub-
lished authors among them.
The energy flowed beautifully until the

Magic Diary was bursting at its seams and it was
time to stop. It was decided that the Magic Diary

will continue to visit places far and wide, col-
lecting stories from unknown scribes and pres-
ent them in volumes hereafter.
“Since we wanted our book to be distributed

globally, the easiest way out was to self-publish.
We wish to thank friends and mentors who be-
lieved in us and supported this project with valu-
able suggestions. This collection has its own
unique archival value was the overall consensus. 
“Editor, Penguin Random House, India,

Tarini Uppal’s encouraging words kept us
going: ‘The Magic Diary is indeed a very unique
and interesting idea,’ she assured. For that alone
it ought to be preserved, as also for the warmth,
love, and creativity it managed to generate
across borders,” informs Sengupta.
Eminent art critic and historian, Dr B.N

Goswami suggested that the group name the
collection, ‘A Pocketful of Dreams’, with a
lovely lyrical lilt to it. “It certainly made a dif-
ference. We are also grateful to the renowned
poet Keki N. Daruwalla for allowing us to use
his famous poem Map-maker, in acknowledge-
ment of our effort.”
“The Magic Diary was conceived as a time-

less journey through the world and as the stew-
ard of this magnificent task I am grateful for the
experience it offered to travel its amazing path.
It stands as an example of positive, healing, cre-
ative force that can move mountains,” says Sen-
gupta. (TWF)
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Rani Mukerji took a break from the
life she knew to concentrate on the life
she made — Adira. She was immersed in
motherhood, and movies were nowhere in
the picture. Now that the queen has com-
mitted to a film, she is coming out of her
self-imposed exile. As she talks about her
husband, I can’t help but marvel at her
fairytale marriage. It’s a coming together
of two very different persons and they
make it work, without making it seem like
work. As she returns to the set to shoot
her next film Hichki, she talks about what
drove her back to work (her hubby), what
drives her to act (the love of her fans) and
what she dreads (not giving her best to
her work). Excerpts...

Let’s talk about your comeback.
Again, that word! Comeback! It’s noth-
ing. It’s just like any another professional
taking a maternity leave/break and then
coming back to work. That’s exactly what
I am doing.

Excited about being back on a film set?
I still don’t know if I am ready to get back
to work. I have said yes to working again.
But I don’t feel the way about work now,
like I used to, before I had Adira. Right
now, though work is something that gives
me happiness, the joy that Adira gives me
is just too special. I keep telling my hus-
band that’s because he actually forced me
to get back to work. He was after me for
about three months from the time Adira
was born, because he saw me getting ob-
sessed with her. He said, ‘If I don’t push
her now, I think she is going to go into
that full-on obsession zone.’ And I am
still there. Since I gave birth to Adira, he
has been like, ‘Come on! You have to re-
claim your life and get back. You have to
do your work and you can’t completely
immerse yourself’, but I wasn’t ready. I
don’t think I am ready even now.

So what brings you back?
I have a lot of people who love me and
my work, I think it’s my responsibility to
keep doing films so that they get to see a
part of me that I am known and loved for.
I think working is very important for
every woman. It’s a special feeling for a
woman when she is independent. It’s a
different kind of satisfaction, a different
kind of respect she gets, a different feel-
ing of well-being that she feels. There are
many mothers who dedicate their lives to
their children, and that’s absolutely great
and I respect their chosen path. At the
same time, I feel, somewhere down the
line when the kids grow up and have no
time for their parents, that’s the time
when few parents or mothers get a bit...

Feel lost?

Yes, when the kids grow up and they
have their own lives, schedules and
friends. They don’t want their parents
around that much. It’s important to under-
stand early on that while your child is im-
portant, it is equally important that you
make yourself happy and share that hap-
piness with your child. The way our
world is now, a child adapts to both par-
ents working. They know that parents
will come back and spend quality time
with them. Because I have help. I can
leave my child at home. It is easier be-
cause I have people I can trust. In other
cases, there are family members, but I
live in a nuclear setup. And it’s taken me
long to kind of identify people and to be
able to have that confidence of leaving
my baby for those many hours and leave
the house. For the first six months, I was
completely immersed. I would not move
out for a minute.

Had you planned to take such a long
break?
I’d decided to take a break for one year
because I wanted to give my child that
much time. I wanted to be a part of each
milestone in my baby’s life — from the
first word to the first step, etc. I would’ve
hated it if she’d done something for the
first time and I missed it.

Doctors say that a mother’s bonding
with the child happens in the first six
months...
A lot of mothers go back to work in the
third or fourth month after delivery. I
don’t think there is any issue of her bond-
ing with her child. For me, it was not
about being told it’s going to be good for
me or my baby or because it was the done
thing. I chose it. I wanted to spend that
time with Adira because that gave me
happiness. If something else gave me that
happiness, I would’ve done that.

What has changed post motherhood?
Carrying a child is such a great feeling. I
have not experienced anything close to it
in the 22 years of my work life. This feel-
ing is way greater than any feeling I’ve
ever had. All my achievements dimmed
in comparison to what I felt when I gave
birth to Adira. You know, slowly, I am
discovering so many fascinating things in
Adira which makes me feel, ‘God! why
didn’t I have children earlier? I would
have had more.’

You still can!
(Smiles) Yes, I can. But you have to find
the right person to have the child with. I
was very sure that I wanted to marry for
the right reasons and have a child for the
right reasons. Now getting back to work
seems very strange to me. Before Adira,

when I used to work on a film, it used to
be the only thing on my mind. I was fo-
cussed to another level. I was eating,
breathing, drinking that film till the film
got over. Today, somehow, I feel that’s
completely changed. I hope I am doing
the right thing by coming back to work
now. Sometimes, I wonder, ‘Am I doing
a film too early?’ or ‘Do I need some
more time with Adira?’ I still keep chat-
ting with my director and telling him,
‘Sid, I don’t know how am I going to be
on set this time.’ My mum keeps telling
me, ‘Now you are feeling like this, but
when you start your work, you will be
very focused.’

Most mothers returning to work feel
guilty...
I have spent so much quality time with
Adira that I am not going to feel that
guilt. I have tried to make a shift in such
a way that I am not with her when she is
busy. Then during her playtime, I will be
back with her, so she does not register my
time away that much. Or that is what I am
hoping for... I don’t know how it’s going
to be. I am dreading it. I am mentally
preparing myself for the eight or nine
hours I have to give to my work every
day. When they cast me, they were like,
‘Rani ko lekar kaam karenge’. I keep
praying to God everyday ki aisa nahi ho
ki they say, ‘kyun le liya yaar, kisi aur ko
le lete!’

Why did you choose Hichki?
When the script came to me, I wasn’t
thinking about getting back to work. I re-
ally liked the script and said, ‘Okay, we
can go ahead with it.’ It was a process that
happened organically. Then it hit me, ‘I
have to leave my daughter and go to
work.’ My husband feels if he hadn’t
have pushed me, I wouldn’t have come
back. I would be very happy being with
Adira whole day long. And that’s true. I
am most content when I am with my
daughter. Right now, she is taking her af-
ternoon nap, so I am comfortable. The
minute she wakes up, I will be like,
‘Okay, time to go.’

How is pre-Adira Rani different from
the post-Adira one?
When I look back now at my career, I feel
I was another person. They say a child
gives birth to a mother. I relate to that.
This innings with Hichki is going to be a
new phase in my life as a woman and as
an actress. I feel like now I am starting all
over again. I am feeling fresh and new.
Even the script that I have chosen, I think,
it’s going to give me a lot of growth as an
actor.

Are you preparing for Hichki?
Yes, from last month I have started
preparing for the film. You know. I al-
ways used to always wonder about the
film I’d start with, after having Adira. I

get damn emotional when I get to hear
from my PR team that my fans keep ask-
ing about my next film. I feel my fans are
just waiting. I want to honour that by
doing a film which is worth their while
and they can be proud of.

Will you come back to work full-time?
No. It is about doing a film every year. I
don’t want to do four films a year. I don’t
want to take away anything from my
motherhood, and from my time with
Adira. I will plan my life in such a way
that I will work and give my 100 per cent
to her. Because when she grows up, I
want her to be proud of having a working
mother. I hope she respects me for that. I
hope she doesn’t feel that I dedicated all
my time to my work. When she is 18, I
want her to tell me, ‘I loved that you bal-
anced life. You worked and you made
your fans happy, you made yourself
happy, and you were there for me when I
needed you and you were there even
when I didn’t need you.’ I want to be a
working professional all my life. It is im-
portant, and I am thankful to Adi for forc-
ing me back.

How important are birthdays to you?
Very important. I love my birthdays. For
me, when March starts, I keep telling
everyone, ‘My birthday month has
started.’ I don’t know why I have been
like that. It’s probably because, my entire

childhood, I never got to celebrate my
birthday.

Why is that?
My birthday used to come in the middle
of final exams. For anybody born in
March, it is a torture because kids don’t
come to their birthday party. All you can
do is wear a fancy outfit to school and
distribute eclairs. I always missed out on
having birthday parties.

Making up for that now?
Yes. I want my birthday parties to have
balloons and a lovely cake… Though I
am getting older each year, but there is
something about birthdays that makes me
very happy.

What are your plans this year?
This year, I am working because my
shoot is so near. I keep telling myself that
I am going to have a working birthday
this year because these last few years, I
have given myself holidays and I have
enjoyed my birthdays, Adi has pampered
me and taken me everywhere and cele-
brated my birthday. This year, I told Adi,
no pampering. This year, I just want to
work on my birthday. Obviously, I
wouldn’t mind balloons and cakes and
all, so that can be there. But I am going
to have a working birthday this year. I
cannot distract myself now from any-
thing. Already, I have a big distraction in
Adira, I can’t have another big distrac-
tion.

Do you think Aditya’s involvement
with Adira will increase now?
I think it will be the same. Adi is too in-
volved in his work. He probably leaves
last from the office and now, I am trying
to change that because he has to under-
stand he has a child waiting for him at
home. Now, every day, I manage his
time so that he comes back at a time
when Adira has not yet slept. In the
morning, he has his time with Adira. He
has breakfast with her and he takes her
for a walk. I am trying to inculcate that
in him, so the bond grows and he keeps
teasing me, ‘Once Adira grows up, she
is going to be my baby and my girl.
Enjoy the time now.’ He is crazy about
her, but I would not say that his life re-
volves around Adira now. But I would
say he is getting there.

Is he a better husband or better father?
Adi is a better husband than a father, def-
initely. Till now at least, and I hope that
he remains a better husband. Men be-
come good fathers by default, but it is
very important for men to be good hus-
bands. So, I’d want him to become a bet-
ter husband all his life. (IBNS)

(Continued from last week)

The common
sense explana-
tion is that every

living being goes in
search of its specialised
food. The wealthy an-
nounce their prosperity

by filling their houses with furniture,
paintings, objects d’art, carpets, toys,
hangings, books etc. Each one of these
provides food and shelter to different
species.
A carpet seen under a microscope has

thousands of bugs of different species that
chew on the fibre, the gum, the matting
and each other. Books and glue bring
book lice and silverfish — especially
when they are not dusted regularly. 
Fruit and food on kitchen counters

bring ants and flies, and flies bring
lizards. Paintings, high ceilings and the
back of fridges attract spiders. With each
insect comes its predator. Beetles arrive.
Centipedes are predators of silverfish,
beetle larvae and cockroaches. Win-
dowsills, the edges of floorboards, oil
droplets in kitchens, the back of closets
— all of these are rich veins for finding
insects, both living and dead. No matter
how much you seal off your house to the
outdoors it is very easy for tiny things to
find their way in.
Rich households have stocked pantries

of cereal, flour and rice. These rations at-
tract weevils and beetles and sugar ants.
Rich family children, who study in board-
ing schools, bring home lice. 
Cupboards full of clothes attract moths

and crickets. Most species are harmless
— doing our dirty work. Carpet beetles
eat dead insects, spilled food even nail
clippings. Dust mites are tiny vacuum
cleaners eating dead skin cells. 
Spiders are actually an effective pred-

ator in the garden and most of them are
inoffensive. Lest you suddenly feel an
urge to vacuum your home, to rid your-
self of your invisible insect squatters, let
me assure you that most species are com-
pletely harmless. A common misconcep-
tion is that all insects in the house are
pests. In fact less than 2% of the world’s
insects are harmful.
My house must be the wealthiest in

Delhi if one judges by the number of in-
sects and other creatures that share my
home. My garden is now a mature forest
ecosystem and so the insects come freely

in and out. My desk has a small spider
who nestles in the rising mound of papers
but comes out when I sit down, just to say
hello. 
We don’t use any chemical cleaners in

the mops. Mosquitoes stay out because I
use gobar ka dhoop every evening. But
they lay eggs in the pond outside, which
the gambusia fish eat greedily. We have
wasp hives, birds’ nests, pigeon homes,
owl groves in the trees. I find centipedes,
spiders, slugs and large ants in the bath-
room, which we put back into the garden. 
Earthworms come out when it rains. I

have an endless number of tiny room-
mates which fascinate my granddaughter,
who is learning from me not to step on ant
nests and to examine how cunningly they
hide their entrances with bits of chopped
grass.
Ecologists spend most of their time

studying far-off, exotic places, but rarely
think about the wildlife inside our homes.
We’re actually surrounded by wildlife
when we’re indoors. You spend 90 per-
cent of your time indoors, but you know

little about the ecology of the habitat you
have created for yourselves. Even houses
that look clean still have lots of insects.
There are only two beings I have zero

tolerance for: ticks and termites. My
books, letters and family photos, and at
least four incomplete book manuscripts,
have been eaten by them. At the moment
my house is being broken down room by
room to make it termite proof. As for
ticks, I have seen too many dogs die of
tick fever to know that these beings are
even worse than mosquitoes because they
are not even in the food chain: no other
insect will touch them.
There has always been a mistaken, and

yet powerful, association between insect-
free cleanliness and respectability. Now
you are being judged by the insects. Are
you rich enough for them to grace your
house?

(Concluded)
(To join the animal welfare movement
contact gandhim@nic.in, www.people-

foranimalsindia.org)

My wife and her friends were discussing the
topic “What is the deepest question ever”,
so I gave them my choice: “What super-

hero would you be?”
The women sneered that my favoured issue was

not clever nor existential, but the guys in the room
backed me, agreeing that choosing a superpower
was an important subject deserving serious consid-
eration. This may be a Guy Thing.
I know two lads who have been having a passion-

ate two-year debate over whether it would be better
to be a Beetleman or a Lizardman.
They initially supported Lizardman as lizards can

move each eye independently, can detach their tails
and have tongues which strike faster than the eye
can see. But after much heart-searching, they
switched to Beetleman as beetles generate their own
body armour, outlived the dinosaurs, and will likely
inherit the Earth, possibly some time this year, judg-
ing by trends in global politics.
Superhero fans of either sex struggling with this

crucial issue will be interested to hear that there’s a
new candidate for best new origin concept: Tardi-
grade Man or Woman. I learned about this from a
writer friend who reads incredibly boring scientific
papers as a source
of inspiration.
A tardigrade is a

very small bug
with astonishing
superpowers.
1) It can survive

at minus 272
Kelvin, an unbe-
lievably cold tem-
perature found
only in deep space
ice planets and the
heart cavities of
nationalist politi-
cians.
2) You can more

or less kill a tardigrade and dry it out and then bring
it back to life, months later, an ability hitherto seen
only in this writer’s hard-drinking great-uncles and
a certain vintage of journalist.
3) Tardigrades can stay alive on food-free diets

for up to 30 years, a trait that reminds me of my
wife and her friends, many of whom have forsworn
food, living for decades only on herbal tea and
traces of frosted lipstick.
Using bugs as a source of powers is a classic tra-

dition although the recent fashion in superhero lit-
erature is to have regular human characters inside
large machines, as seen in Gundam. It frankly as-
tonishes me that science today is focused on useless
things like travelling to the stars instead of making
the world a better place by developing cool ma-
chines which we can climb inside and use to hit
each other.
When I mentioned this, a friend told me about

two machine-using brothers in the US who recently
had an argument. Stanley Emanuel was in a crane
and his brother Peter was in a front-end loader when
the row escalated and turned into a battle. Who
won? Peter’s front-end loader eventually tipped the
crane over, but Stanley jumped out and had his
brother arrested, according to news reports.
Someone showed me a video from China of guys

fighting from inside construction equipment, so I
guess this is a Thing now.
The above-mentioned wives thought having

fisticuffs from inside machines was dangerous and
irresponsible, but the mental image prompted one
of the guys to raise a new philosophical question:
“What construction vehicle would you be?” Oh,
that’s deep.
We’ll get back to you in a couple of years,

maybe.

(Nury Vittachi is an Asia-based frequent 
traveller. Send ideas and suggestions via 

his Facebook page)
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By Ranjan K. Baruah 

Many students studying
history ask me a com-
mon question about their

future scope. Most of the students
are just limited to teaching or join-
ing some government job as their
career choice. In this regard one of
the best options for them may be
studying archaeology. It is the
study of human activity in the past,
primarily through the recovery and
analysis of the material culture and
environmental data that has been
left behind by past human popula-
tion, which includes artifacts, ar-
chitecture, biofacts and cultural
landscapes, among others.
The word archaeology is de-

rived from two Greek words ‘ar-
chaios’, which means ancient
things and ‘logos’ that is theory of
science. Archaeology was first put
to use by the Romans in the eigh-
teenth century but it was given
more accuracy by Heinrich
Schliemann who brought to light
the origins of Greek civilisation. 
Archaeology can be one of the

rewarding and challenging career
opportunities for those who are
keen to know about the past. It can
give awareness about the heritage

and tradition of a country or a cul-
ture. It is the scientific and sys-
tematic study of past and human
cultures. 
Archaeology is a multidiscipli-

nary science that draws help from
geography, history, anthropology,
chemistry, geology, art and litera-
ture. Those who are involved with

the studies of archaeological dis-
coveries are termed as Archaeolo-
gists. There are courses related to
the same. Numismatics, epigra-
phy, archives and Museology are
the important branches of Archae-
ology. 
One needs to spend time to be-

come successful as it needs pa-
tience, training and time for

research and learning. Courses re-
lated to subjects include Advance
Diploma in Archaeology and
Museology, BA Indian History,
Culture and Archaeology, MA An-
cient Indian History, Culture and
Archaeology and MA Archaeol-
ogy. Aspirants may join govern-
ment services or join teaching.
There are different opportunities to
be in research and other fields.
The main areas of employment

for an Archaeologist include
teaching, research and working in

museums. Research jobs are avail-
able in organisations like ASI as
well as international organisations
like the United Nation’s UNESCO
or similar specialised agencies. 
In India archaeologists work in

the Archaeological Survey of
India, Indian Council of Historical
Research, in its exploration, exca-
vation, epigraphy, pre-history and
museum branches. There are other
various heritage bodies and some
foreign universities and founda-
tions that are involved in conser-

vation or excavations.
ASI: The Archaeological Sur-

vey of India (ASI), under the Min-
istry of Culture, is the premier
organisation for the archaeologi-
cal researches and protection of
the cultural heritage of the nation.
Maintenance of ancient monu-
ments and archaeological sites
and remains of national impor-
tance is its prime concern. 
Besides it regulate all archaeo-

logical activities in the country as
per the provisions of the Ancient
Monuments and Archaeological
Sites and Remains Act, 1958. The
organisation has a large workforce
of trained archaeologists, conser-
vators, epigraphist, architects and
scientists for conducting archaeo-
logical research projects through
its circles, museums, excavation
branches, prehistory branch, epig-
raphy branches, science branch,
horticulture branch, building sur-
vey project, temple survey proj-
ects and underwater archaeology
wing. 

(Ranjan K Baruah is a career
mentorand can be reached at

bkranjan@gmail.com or
9864055558 for any career re-

lated queries)
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I’m sure we all must have heardabout the condition in Syria
and how the civil war has de-

stroyed the country, misplacing
thousands of people and mass
killings of the civilians. Not only
in Syria, but there are a consider-
able number of nations who are
greatly troubled i.e. Sudan, Libya,
Iraq, Yemen, Afghanistan, Somalia
and a few that maybe we don’t
even know about or are hidden
from the public eye.

Every day we hear stories of
children dying in Syria, the famine
that is killing people in Sudan and
the violence in Yemen that has left
18 million people in need of hu-
manitarian aid. What kind of a
world are we heading towards?
Well, a lot of us are unaware of

the actual scenario going on in
these regions. Terrorism, famine,
civil war, violence and brutality
have swept a large portion of the

populace away. People in Syria are
forced to stay indoors for weeks
without knowing whether they will
live to see the next day.
The world is certainly not at

peace with the current situation.
And we too should quit being ig-
norant of these things. We all need
to understand and realise that the
world is not as “happy and beauti-
ful” that was depicted to us when
we were kids. 
It’s not peaceful anymore. How

can it be? Half a million people are
being killed, government forces
battling against each other, people
being displaced from their homes
and children are brutally murdered.
At the point when two intense

powers are battling against each
other, it’s the innocent civilians
who have to suffer and endure.
This has been going on since years
but there is no end to it. The chil-
dren who should be studying and
playing are left with haunting
memories of war and massacres
that have outgrown their childhood
way too soon.
It is sad, indeed.
I hope this world was a better

place and that there was no such
predicament going on. But turning
away from reality would make me
oblivious of the truth.

(Contributed by Ankita Joshi)

THINK
OUT
LOUD

Carpet beetles eat dead 
insects, spilled food & even
nail clippings. Dust mites
are tiny vacuum cleaners.
Spiders are an effective
predator in the garden

Fruit and food bring ants 
and flies, and flies bring
lizards. Paintings, high 
ceilings and the back of
fridges attract spiders

Rich households have
stocked pantries of cereal,
flour and rice. These rations
attract weevils and beetles

and sugar ants


